
 
 

         Special Public Notice 
       Public Notice No. 07-22     Date: May 16, 2007 

           
Nashville District                                                                        Expires: June 16, 2007 
                  

          Please address all comments to:   
Nashville District Corps of Engineers, Regulatory 
Branch, Attn:  Lisa R. Morris, 3701 Bell Road, 
Nashville, TN 37214 Telephone (615) 369-7504.   

 
 
SUBJECT:  REGIONAL PERMIT FOR PRIVATE FACILITIES INCLUDING 
DOCK STUCTURES AND OTHER MINOR ACTIVITIES APPROVED BY THE 
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) 
 
LOCATION:  TVA LAKES WITHIN THE REGULATORY BOUNDRIES OF THE 
NASHVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
 
FOR WHOM:  THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
 
Under authority of Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
of 1899, the Nashville District Corps of Engineers is 
considering issuance of a Department of the Army (DA) 
Regional Permit (RP) that would authorize private facilities 
on TVA lakes that have been previously approved by TVA.  
These facilities are currently being authorized under other 
DA permits and approving these under the RP would streamline 
and simplify the process for applicants.   
 
The RP would authorize the construction of private fixed 
and/or floating dock structures, small boat access channels 
to the docks, construction of steps, water intakes, 
geothermal heat exchange units, and boat mooring posts. Size 
limitations are contained within the attached Special 
Conditions. 
 
The Corps will require other permits for those activities 
that may result in more than minimal adverse effects on the 
aquatic environment or do not satisfy other public interest 
review factors, and thus warrant a more thorough review 
process.  
 
The RP would be issued for a period of five years during 
which time cumulative effects of approved activities would 
be continually monitored.  If unforeseen adverse impacts 
result from the issuance of this RP, it may be modified or 
terminated. 
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NOTIFICATION: Persons who intend to perform work under the 
RP would be required to provide the Corps of Engineers 
verification that TVA has approved the work. In addition, 
the following information would be required: 
 
a.  Name, address, and telephone number of persons applying 
for and/or performing the work. 
 
b.  Location map (EXHIBIT B) 
 
c.  Accurate plans of the proposed work on 8 ½” x 11” paper.  
The plans must also show all existing structures at the same 
location with dimensions (EXHIBIT C - Example). 
 
Upon receipt of the above information, the Corps would 
review it to determine if it meets the requirements and 
conditions (EXHIBIT A) of the RP.  Work would not be 
authorized to commence until the individual receives written 
acknowledgment from the Corps that the work meets the 
criteria for approval under the RP. 
 
Use of the RP would not relieve the applicant of the 
necessity of obtaining other federal, state, or local 
permits, licenses, or authorizations required.   
 
The decision whether to issue the RP would be based on an 
evaluation of the probable impacts including cumulative  
impacts of the activities on the public interest.  That 
decision would reflect the national concern for both 
protection and utilization of important resources.  The 
benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the 
work must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the work 
would be considered including the cumulative effects; 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental 
concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife 
values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, 
navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water 
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, 
considerations of property ownership, and in general the 
needs and welfare of the people.  The RP would be issued 
unless the District Engineer determines it would be contrary 
to public interest. 
 
A Provisional Determination (copy available in this office 
for review) has been made that the individual activities 
proposed for issuance under the RP comply with the 
requirements for issuance of General Permits as required by 
33 CFR 325.3(b) and they have been categorically excluded 
from environmental documentation by 33 CFR Part 325, 
Appendix B, Para 6, effective on March 4, 1988.   



 3

An Environmental Assessment (EA) may be prepared if 
extraordinary circumstances are revealed during the public 
interest review. 
 
The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the 
public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; 
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to 
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  
Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of 
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, or further 
condition the RP.  To make this decision, comments are used 
to assess impacts on endangered species, historic 
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, 
and the other public interest factors listed above.   
 
Comments are used in the preparation of an EA and/or an 
Environmental Impact Statement, if required, pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used 
to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine 
the overall public interest of the activity. 
 
TVA approval would be required for any activity proposed for 
authorization under the RP.  TVA considers any affects on 
properties listed in or eligible for the National Register in 
its review process. General Conditions for this RP requires 
notification to the Corps should cultural remains be 
discovered while accomplishing the work.  Copies of this 
notice are being sent to the offices of the State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee. 
 
Based on available information, activities authorized under 
the RP would not destroy or endanger any federally-listed 
threatened or endangered species or their critical habitats, 
as identified under the Endangered Species Act, and, 
therefore, initiation of formal consultation procedures with 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service is not planned at this 
time. 
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment 
period specified in this notice, that a public hearing be 
held to consider this application.  Requests for public 
hearings shall state, with particularity, the reasons for 
holding a public hearing. 
 
Written statements received in this office on or before  
June 16, 2007, become a part of the record and would be 
considered in the determination.  Any response to this 
notice should be directed to the Regulatory Branch, 
Attention: Lisa R. Morris, at the above address, telephone 
(615) 369-7504.   
 










